
 

 

 

 

 

BCMSA meets with WorkSafeBC 

Regulatory Practices Staff  

 
Contractor Coordination a Huge Issue  

 

Everyone may recall that the City of Surrey had been deemed to be the Owner 

of a sub-division development site, when a trench collapse in December 2007 

resulted in the death of a sub-contracted worker. 

 

Four orders were originally written; two were eventually overturned at the 

Workers Compensation Appeal Tribunal (WCAT), the two remaining orders 

are now precedent-setting.  Penalties in the amount of $93,750 were levied 

against the City. 

 

The developer had issued a document to its sub-contractor, designating them as 

the òPrincipal Contractoró rather than the òPrime Contractoró as required.  

That red flag resulted in Surrey receiving penalty assessments. 

 

What Municipalities Can Do  
 

Surrey has amended its development contract language, and requires and 

ensures that a Prime Contractor is appointed prior to the development permit 

being issued.  Check our website for suggested language.  (www.bcmsa.ca)  

This wonõt òbullet-proofó the Municipality but it should prompt WorkSafeBC to 

look further. 

 

 

 
  

 

What is being done? 

 

 
 

WorkSafeBC has drafted a Guideline to help their officers, and all employers in 

the Province, understand the Sections of the Workers Compensation Act which 

deal with Owner and Employer responsibilities as they pertain to multiple 

employer worksites.  

 

The Guideline will be posted on WorkSafeõs Website on November 18th.    

 

Interested parties will have 60 days to provide comments on the draft Guideline 

prior to implementation. 
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A Safe Excavation Starts with You! 
 

We still have several copies of 

this very popular DVD available 

for sale. 

 

This DVD discusses the 

importance of: 

¶ Job Site Pre-Planning 

¶ Using Safe Work 

Procedures 

¶ Recognizing Job Site 
Hazards 

¶ Causes of Trench 

Collapse  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Only $20.00 (g.s.t. included) 

 

Contact Cathy Cook if you 

would like a copy! 

 
2009 Municipal Safety Conference another success! 

 
  

 

 

 

More than 300 delegates, presenters 

and suppliers attended the 7th 

Municipal Safety Conference,  

held at the Telus Whistler 

Conference Center  

from September 13 to 15. 
 

More than twenty presentations 

highlighted health and safety issues 

for municipal workers. Many of 

these presentations are now  

posted on our website. 
 

The tradeshow provided a great 
forum for safety suppliers to 

showcase their items. 
 

The next conference will be 

November 6 to 8, 2011, at the 

Sheraton Vancouver  

Wall Center Hotel. 
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Capital Regional District Cleans Up at the 

NAOSH Week Awards! 
 

The CRD was recognized in several categories at the 2009 Safety Forum & Awards Luncheon, held 

October 21st at Newlands Golf and Country Club. 

 

The CRD received the NAOSH Week Award for Local Government.  This award is sponsored by the 

BC Municipal Safety Association.  They were also recognized by the CSSE in the Achievement 

Recognition category for an organization with 500+ employees, and received the Most Innovative Award 

as well.  It was noted during the presentation that Capital Regional District was being recognized for 

their òtotal commitment to safety during Safety Week and all year longó. 

 

Honorable mentions were awarded to the City of Kamloops, and the City of Victoria Parks, Recreation & 

Community Development Department for their NAOSH week activities. 

 
 

You may have had a WorkSafeBC OSO arrive at your worksites to 

discuss Boom Truck and Bucket Truck Regulations. 

 

Issues are: 

-  Certification:  Mobile cranes, tower cranes and boom trucks 

that have a rated capacity of 5 tons or greater, or a boom length 

of 25õ or more must be operated by a certified operator.  The 
only acceptable organization for certification is the BC 

Association for Crane Safety (www.bcacs.ca). 

-  Stability Tests:  Must be completed annually.  If your municipality 

has purchased a chassis from one location and a crane from 

another, and put the two together, you MUST have the stability 

test completed.  Even if you purchased the two from a single 

supplier, you must still ensure the stability test has been done. 

-  Annual Inspection/Certification ð required by a professional 
engineer. 

-  Manufacturerõs manual ð must be available where the boom 
truck or bucket truck is being used. 

-  Pre-trip inspections ð must be performed before use on each 
shift and after any modification. 

-  Outrigger Setup ð blocking, shoring or cribbing must be sized 
and used as necessary. 

 

Check out our website for more information on Crane Safety! 
 

Crane Safety 

a Hot Topic 

with  

Board 

Officers 
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Notice of Annual 

General Meeting  
 

Friday November 27, 2009,  

10:00 a.m. 

Sundance Place Motel  

Banquet Room 

6574 Ladner Trunk Road, Delta 

RSVP to:  Cathy Cook 
 

Elections for the Directors of 

the BC Municipal Safety 

Association will take place at 

the AGM.   

A candidate for the office of 

director shall be nominated by 

a member in good standing and 

must have the support of two 

other members in good 

standing for the nomination to 

stand.  The candidate need not 

be present at the election but 

must make his/her acceptance 

of the nomination known prior 

to the meeting. 
 

Regular Meeting  
November 27th following AGM 

 
 

Cathy Cook, Executive Director 

E: ccook@bcmsa.ca  

P: 778-278-3486   

C: 778-835-7938 

F: 778-278-0029 
 

 

ADDRESS:  

#203 ð 22314 Fraser Highway 

Langley, BC V8A 8M6 

www.bcmsa.ca 

Training 

Opportunities  

Certificate of 

Recognition 

Program update!  
 

The first Internal and External 

Auditor candidates received 

training the week of 

September 28th. 
 

The auditors will now need to 

successfully complete a 

Student Audit, before April 2, 

2010.  Once they have, their 

names will be advertised on 

our website, and our COR 

program will be up and 

running! 
 

For more information on 

COR, check out the 

Certificate of Recognition 

section on our website or call 

Steven Mah, Manager, Audit 

Services at 778-278-3436 or 

email smah@bcmsa.ca. 

 
 

PoolSafeBC 
 

Municipal Aquatic Centres pose 

a number of potential hazards 

for workers. Often, these 

hazards are overlooked, as 

there are nearly 100 time-loss 

injuries each year to aquatic 

staff in our Province. In 

addition to the number of 

potential hazards, most aquatic 

staff are young workers, the 

most vulnerable to accidents at 

work. 
 

This 8-hour course will provide 

the participant with the 

knowledge and skills needed to 

recognize, evaluate, and control 

hazards in pool settings. 
 

Thursday, November 26 th  

in Delta  

8:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.  

$150 plus g.s.t. 

 

     Work Zone Set Up  
 

All municipalities are faced with 

the need for effective and 

appropriate Work Zone set up to 

protect workers from the hazards 

posed by traffic in and around the 

job site. 
 

This 4-hour course will enable the 

participant to identify hazards 

posed by traffic volumes, road 

design, and work situations, and 

develop safe traffic control plans 

to minimize the hazards to 

workers on any job site. 
 

Thursday, November 26th  

in Delta  

12:30 to 4:30 p.m.  

$75 plus g.s.t. 

 

 

New Staff at BCMSA!  
 
We are pleased to announce 

the hiring of Steven Mah as 

Manager of Audit Services on 

September 14th. He brings 

with him a wealth of 

knowledge and experience 

from the construction industry 

and beyond.  
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